
AN ANALYSIS OF THE REASONS TO REMOVE SADDAM HUSSEIN FROM

POWER

Overthrowing Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein in achieved an unmistakable signal of power and determination throughout
the Middle East and around the world. Had Saddam been removed in , the threat of Iran's influence . While I support the
Iraq war and the reasons behind it, I am aghast.

Saddam's personality cult reflected his efforts to appeal to the various elements in Iraqi society. At the show
trial , six of the defendants were given death sentences ; for unknown reasons the sentences were not carried
out. Despite this, on March 20, , under the pretense that Iraq did in fact have a covert weapons program and
that it was planning attacks, a U. The sentencing was appealed, but was ultimately upheld by a court of
appeals. Membership in the Ba'ath Party remained open to all Iraqi citizens regardless of background. Hussein
had a stifled quality. Shortly thereafter he managed to escape prison, and in the years that followed, continued
to strengthen his political power. For his friends, Saddam would dole out patronage to tribal leaders and
supporters in the form of cash, elaborate gifts, land, and other largesse that was the lifeblood of an oil rich
state. His public aims resonated among many Arabs in Jordan, Yemen and elsewhere, particularly because the
brutality of Mr. Such tools included murder, blackmail, imprisonment, threats, and these were to be used to
cow his enemies. Iraqâ€”and Syria, tooâ€”will be central to U. Within days, Mr. Photograph: Reuters
Overthrowing Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein in achieved important American strategic objectives. The 68
people arrested at the meeting were subsequently tried together and found guilty of treason. Not at all.
Advertisement Continue reading the main story He was imprisoned at Camp Cropper, near the international
airport some 10 miles from Baghdad, on the grounds of a former palace complex that the United States
military turned into a prison for senior members of the government. He issued periodic messages encouraging
the insurgency. In response, on September 22, , Saddam ordered Iraqi forces to invade the oil-rich region of
Khuzestan in Iran. The soldiers â€” no Iraqis were involved â€” found nothing on the first sweep. At the time,
the Ba'ath Party was more of an ideological experiment than a strong anti-government fighting machine.
Hussein expected to dominate the Arab world. Hussein was combative throughout his trial, using it as a
platform to encourage the insurgents. Virtually every objective observer concluded that Iraq was lying about
destroying its chemical weapons, and therefore still had large and threatening capabilities. Finally, on
December 13, , Saddam was found hiding in a small underground bunker near a farmhouse in ad-Dawr, near
Tikrit. What might have happened if Clinton would have stuck to his initial instinct and tried to forge a new
relationship with Iraq? If Obama has his way in Washington's ongoing policy and budgetary debates, America
will be withdrawing around the world and reducing its military capacity. Al-Bakr was the older and more
prestigious of the two, but by Saddam clearly had become the moving force behind the party. He soon became
the architect of Iraq's foreign policy and represented the nation in all diplomatic situations. Hussein to destroy
vestiges of the program, interpreted before the invasion as an attempt to hide their development, turned out to
be an effort to comply with the ban. Had we liberated Kuwait and then marched to Baghdad to overthrow
Saddam, the world might have been spared considerable agony, and Iraq would actually have had a greater
chance to build a peaceful, democratic society before the rise of al-Qaida and Islamic radicalism took their
toll. Had Saddam been removed in , the threat of Iran's influence might have been mooted before Tehran's
nuclear threat grew to its present level of menace. Hussein was still issuing orders to units that had ceased to
exist. In the summer of , for example, Riyadh Ibrahim Hussein, the health minister, suggested during a cabinet
meeting that Mr. However, the crackdown on Iraqi Communists and a shift of trade toward the West strained
Iraqi relations with the Soviet Union; Iraq then took on a more Western orientation until the Gulf War in 
Hussein himself periodically carried out the torture or even execution of those he felt had crossed him. The
campaign helped Iraq's energy industries. Bush lied about Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. Kanan Makiya
recounts: The man and the myth merge in this episode. Relations between Iraq and Egypt violently ruptured in
, when the two nations broke relations with each other following Iraq's criticism of Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat 's peace initiatives with Israel. Saddam initiated Iraq's nuclear enrichment project in the s, with French
assistance. In Saddam threatened to expose those who had taken largesse from him: "From Mr.


