
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ROLE OF SHARIA LAW IN THE LIVES OF MUSLIMS

It is an Arabic word meaning â€œthe wayâ€• or â€œthe path to water. Sharia represents how practicing Muslims can
best lead their daily lives in accordance to the roles of religious scholars in working out the details of Rabbinical law in
Judaism.

By contrast, in academic circles one finds more nuanced definitions of Sharia. A man could marry up to four
wives at once. It contains the rules by which the Muslim world is governed or should govern itself and forms
the basis for relations between man and God, between individuals, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, as well as
between man and things which are part of creation. Their point is that the cutting of the hand for theft is a very
powerful deterrent - Muslims care less for the callous and continual thief than they do for the poor souls who
are mugged and robbed and hurt by the thieves. Legal analogy and its various tools enables the jurists to
understand the underlying reasons and causes for the rulings of the Qur'an and Prophetic example sunna. The
rules are no different for Islamic law than for canon law, Halakha Jewish law or other religious laws. But none
of these five surveys defined Sharia, nor did they ask their respondents to do so, therefore failing to shed light
on what the Muslim respondents meant by Sharia. A husband could dissolve a marriage by repudiating his
wife three times. They may not eat any pork product or flesh with blood undrained from it; the most extreme
Muslims will not touch anything that has animal fat included - even a biscuit - in case it is pork lard or gelatine
from an animal not killed in the halal manner. The Prophet Muhammad God bless him and give him peace
was the final messenger and his Sharia represents the ultimate manifestation of the divine mercy. Overall,
Americans gave Muslims an average rating of 48 degrees, similar to atheists  Indeed, the provisions of the
Qur'an are such that by their disciplined interpretation, with the aid of the Hadith and Sunna and other sources
of interpretation, Islam can, as intended, provide the solution to contemporary social problems. In late , the
United Kingdom officially allowed tribunals governing marriage, divorce, and inheritance to make legally
binding decisions if both parties agreed. In fact, Islam made it virtually impossible - to be sentenced to death
for adultery, the couple had to be actually witnessed performing the physical act by four people who were in a
position to identify both parties without doubt; this virtually ruled out the penalty, since adultery is taken for
granted as a secret act and something not done in public. This brings us to the next conclusion, namely that
Sharia is a blanket term that needs clarification whenever it is used. Even today, Islam is growing in nations
that are not historically Muslim and which do not have governments that claim to be Islamic. In an
inheritance, a brother took twice the amount as his sister. Rather than rejecting democracy, many Muslims see
sharia as a means " to be liberated from government corruption and believe it can exist within a democratic
and inclusive framework. Across the countries surveyed in South Asia, majorities consistently say there is
only one possible way to understand sharia. In that case, their choices are not forced by law. How do you
explain U. The case then went on much like a private lawsuit. If someone lost the sight of an eye in an attack,
he could retaliate by putting a red-hot needle into the eye of his attacker who had been found guilty by the law.
Muslims also tend to believe sharia has only one, true understanding, but this opinion is far from universal; in
some countries, substantial minorities of Muslims believe sharia should be open to multiple interpretations.
Criminal Procedure The victim of a criminal act or his kinsman "the avenger of the blood" was personally
responsible for presenting a claim against the accused criminal before the court. Meanwhile, in six countries,
at least half of Muslims believe their national laws closely adhere to sharia. Relatively small shares say they
see ISIS favorably. In countries where Sharia law is enforced, how are specific punishments decided on and
who makes these decisions? These and other rules are known as the science of interpretation ilm usul aI-fiqh.


