
DISCUSS THE SALIENT FEATURES OF HAZLITT AS AN ESSAYIST

INTRODUCTION:William Hazlitt is one of the greatest essayist of English literature. As an Another distinctive feature of
his style is the use of quotations. Essay/.

Yet he alone is truly great who is so without the aid of circumstances and in spite of fortune, who is as little
lifted by the tide of opinion, as he is depressed by neglect or obscurity, and who borrows dignity only from
himself. He quotes generally from memory, and quite often wrenches what he quotes off its context. He
analyzed his "insane passion" in the Liber Amoris, published in  His sharp memory remembered the past
incidents with astonishing vividness and detail. As his famous biographer, Howe state that his most
remarkable essays were 'dug deeply into his own past and the general fact of human nature. Whatever the
theme of his essays, each of them is a reflection on human nature. His low tolerance for any who, he thought,
had abandoned the cause of liberty, along with his frequent outspokenness, even tactlessness, in social
situations made it difficult for many to feel close to him, and at times he tried the patience of even Charles
Lamb. At puberty the child became somewhat sullen and unapproachable, tendencies that persisted throughout
his life. He is full of gusto and thejoie de vivre as no other writer is. In he withdrew from New College, feeling
unfitted for the ministry. He who expects from a great name in politics, in philosophy, in art, equal greatness
in other things, is little versed in human nature. But Hazlitt does not indulge in moralizing. Yet we talk of our
widespread civilization, and ample provision for the education of the poor. In January Hazlitt heard Samuel
Taylor Coleridge preach in Shrewsbury and wrote that "until then â€¦ I could neither write nor speak â€¦ the
light of his genius shone into my soul. Vice is man's nature: virtue is a habit -- or a mask. This, along with the
turmoil in the wake of the French Revolution, sparked in Hazlitt and his classmates lively debates on these
issues, as they saw their world being transformed around them. It is all self-examination. Aphorisms abound in
Hazlitt's essays. This background is important for understanding the breadth and depth of Hazlitt's own taste in
his later critical writings. Start your free trial today for unlimited access to Britannica. He in turn fathered
William Carew Hazlitt. Calumny requires no proof. What makes it so difficult to do justice to others is that we
are hardly sensible of merit, unless it falls in with our own views and line of pursuit, and where this is the
case, it interferes with our pretensions.


