
BACKWARD THESIS WRITING

This method works for students who think through writing and find their argument by first diving in and writing their
essay. Most students who use this method.

To make a reverse outline: Read over your essay and write down a phrase that captures what each separate
paragraph discusses, one line per paragraph. The example above could go something like this. Ask yourself
these questions as you create your reverse outline: What is the purpose of this paragraph? For students who
dive in and think through writing, it usually appears at or near the very end of the essay. For example, you
may need to discuss the quotations you use a bit differently, so that they more clearly support your idea.
However, sentence 5 stands out: Why? You might try cutting and pasting the entire last paragraph of your
essay to the beginningâ€”perhaps you will get lucky and it will work as an introduction. Does it exemplify a
change? Then consider how your newly articulated thesis relates to each and every paragraph. You can use a
partial draft to review the organization of the paragraphs you have written so far. Where might a reader have
trouble following the order of your ideas? Do I prove my thesis? We are doing participatory research. Does
every paragraph summary relate back to the thesis? Thesis Statements: Working Backwards This method
works for students who think through writing and find their argument by first diving in and writing their essay.
Just write a phrase or sentence that accurately summarizes the main idea of each paragraph. Take a look at this
reverse outline above. Explain specifically what the examples and analysis in each body paragraph have to do
with your central claim. Click here and follow the instructions for emergency writing intervention. BODY 2:
Solutions are not belittling advice from adults, but real, heartfelt experience. Please note--Fellows are not
available when SPS is closed. Most students who use this method finally articulate their thesis at the end their
essay, having reached what feels like a conclusion. BODY 1: Intimacy of specific details in first-person
narratives relates author to reader. So What? To keep the ideas you are reading about clear in your mind,
create a reverse outline in the margins or on a separate sheet of paper as you read. You can make an
appointment, request written feedback or send an email and a Writing Fellow will get back to you as soon as
possible. Cycles Reflection and data analysis. Do I stay on topic? Your reverse outline should help you better
see the order you present your material. Reread your essay and underline what you think is your thesis
statement. Construct the outline by listing the main idea of each paragraph in your draft in a blank document.
Often, students begin their introductions with generalizations in order to gently lead the reader into their essay.
A reverse outline allows writers to read a condensed version of what they wrote, and provides one good way
to examine and produce a successful paper. This reverse outline will make it easy to scan over your sources to
find information that can be included in your research. Does it make sense with this new thesis? This process
allows you to see the structure or progress of an essay in a quick and clear way. For Instructors Click here for
model assignments, tips for developing an online community, help tweaking your syllabus, and more! A
reverse outline can help you: Determine if your paper meets its goal Discover places to expand on your
evidence or analysis See where readers might be tripped up by your organization or structure How to create a
reverse outline Start with a complete draft to have a fuller picture of the plan you carried out. Does one
paragraph juggle several topics? Demeaning even. They should act like signposts for your reader, pointing in a
direction, and should suggest or relate to the way you are spinning your thesis. Think of your thesis or main
idea as your project, and your body paragraphs as the tools you need to complete it. Click here to request a
visit. You may also need to move the paragraphs around, to reorganize them so that they create a clearer
narrative logic. Once you have done this, make sure to spell-check and read what you have written slowly and
out loud to yourself to hear any mistakes.


