
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE IMPORTANCE OF FETAL TISSUE RESEARCH

Fetal research is research done with living fetuses either inside the uterus (in utero) or outside the uterus (ex utero).
Fetal tissue research involves cells from dead fetuses that are harvested for . This legislation contained two important
additions. of American Medical Colleges, cited in footnote 1 of the Introduction ( p. 1).

These hearings were in part fueled by controversy about reports of fetal research being done in Sweden. The
panel experienced other constraints, including the pressure to complete a report as quickly as possible and the
lack of staff and resources; originally the panel had been expected to offer a report on the basis of one
meeting. Specific Altruism The second scenario raises the possibility that a pregnant woman or a woman
contemplating pregnancy might donate fetal tissue to help a family member or acquaintance, which could
result in abortions that would not otherwise have occurred. Bioinformatics portals A number of sites provide
valuable information on human development for researchers. Sam Hawgood, the chancellor of the University
of California, San Francisco, said the university's research using fetal tissue to find a cure for HIV â€” now
halted by the administration's action â€” was based in sound science. In addition, the panel maintained that its
recommended guidelines would reduce the probability of an increase in the number of abortions. On behalf of
myself and the International Society for Stem Cell Research and the American Society for Cell Biology, two
distinguished scientific and medical organizations with membership of more than 10, scientists around the
world and based on over four decades of biomedical research experience, it is my privilege to provide you
with up to date and state of the art information about the important value of fetal tissue and cell research.
Archive resources The Carnegie collection www. Join the CLS. A comprehensive study by Siminoff and
Traino in , of over 1, cases of adult tissue donation noted that specific elements of informed consent were
often missing, such as how the tissue will be stored; notification if the tissue is deemed unusable; whether the
tissue will be used outside the US; whether the tissue will be modified e. Fetal tissue that would otherwise be
discarded is vital to the future of this investigation as it is only by examining this fetal tissue that it will be
possible to determine the earliest biochemical signals that cells use to tell some cells to make kidneys and
other cells to make other organs. Under a very strict regulatory and ethics regime, Dutch scientists have access
to human fetal tissue and the stem cells that reside in these tissues. Drawing a distinction between means,
ends, and consequences, this argument denies that an increase in the number of elective abortions is a means
to the end of HFTTR. Risk is a probabilistic notion and includes the probability of a negative outcome.
Furthermore, the dead fetus has no interests that the pregnant woman's donation would violate. The issues
surrounding the use of human fetal tissue boil down to differing views on whether a fetus is considered a
human being. Some scientists, including Prentice, tout the use of reprogrammed adult stem cells called
induced pluripotent stem cells. Material can be provided to researchers in the UK without the need for project
ethics review, as well as to international groups with relevant ethical review body approvals. Autism 5,  Thank
you for the opportunity to testify before you this morning about the important and lifesaving research being
done with fetal cells and fetal tissue, and to briefly share three examples of this research, and the potential
impact of this research. Cell ,  Advances in high-throughput sequencing technologies have opened the door to
large-scale cross-species comparisons that are highlighting differences in transcript sequence, alternative
splicing, expression level and regulation between humans and model organisms Cotney et al. Congress has
come calling Fetal tissue provides an unparalleled window into how human tissues develop and are affected
by disease. The legal status of the embryo and fetus is at odds with the scientific facts and moral reality. What
may be possible in the abstract, in principle, or in theory is not possible in practice because of the
institutionalization of abortion and the way fetal tissue is currently procured. Two provisions of the recent
revision of the Declaration of Helsinki in are worth noting. The fetus is a human subject entitled to the
protections that both traditional and modern codes of medical ethics provide to human subjects. Gene
expression data from this service, as well as data generated by external projects, are digitally imaged and made
accessible via an open access database www. The first use of fetal cells for transplantation occurred in , when
Swedish physicians transplanted fetal brain cells into a patient suffering from Parkinson's disease, a
progressive degenerative disease in which cells containing the neurotransmitter dopamine begin to die.


