
THE LIFE AND WORKS OF HANK WILLIAMS

Hank Williams became one of America's first country music His childhood was also shaped by his spinal condition, spina
bifida, which set.

As a result, he was not considered a reliable performer. Too sickly and skinny for the hard labor jobs of his
peers, Williams honed his guitar and singing skills. He was determined to build a successful career in the
country music business. After Hawkshaw Hawkins and other performers started singing "I Saw the Light" as a
tribute to Williams, the crowd, now realizing that he was indeed dead, sang along. He had died in the back of
the Cadillac, on his way to a concert. The music inside Hank was his to give, whether by the words of one of
his standards, or by his performances of someone else's work. Before they left for Ohio, Williams was injected
with two shots of vitamin B and morphine by a doctor. Oakwood Cemetery Annex is the resting place of Hank
and Audrey Williams, and is only five minutes 1mile from the Museum. In early July, Audrey Williams
divorced him. There he learned some of the trades and habits that would dominate the rest of his life. His
funeral took place on Sunday, January 4, at the Montgomery Auditorium, with his coffin placed on the
flower-covered stage. Soon, he and the band were earning 1, dollars per concert. Every record he released
under his own name during the last two years of his life entered the top five of the country charts, and many
were covered for the pop market. The song, backed by "Kaw-Liga", was number one on the country charts for
six weeks. His performances were acclaimed when he was sober, but despite the efforts of his work associates
to get him to shows sober, his abuse of alcohol resulted in occasions when he did not appear or his
performances were poor. Williams, Roger M. In late , he suffered a minor heart attack while visiting his sister
in Florida. The lyrics were simple, but simplicity does not preclude meaning. Hiram and Irene helped out by
selling peanuts, shining shoes, delivering newspapers, and doing other simple jobs. Rose became the singer's
manager and record producer. But coupled with Williams' obvious talents as a singer and songwriter was an
increasing dependence on alcohol, which he'd started abusing in order to relieve his sometimes excruciating
back pain. That day, because of an ice storm in the Nashville area, Williams could not fly, so he hired a
college student, Charles Carr, to drive him to the concerts. In the fall of , the Williams family moved to
Greenville, Alabama, a larger town about 15 miles to the north of Georgiana. The marriage, always turbulent,
rapidly disintegrated, and Williams developed serious problems with alcohol, morphine, and other painkillers
prescribed for him to ease the severe back pain caused by his spina bifida. Lawsuits continued into the late s
between Hank Williams, Jr. His generous salary was enough for him to start his own band, which he dubbed
the Drifting Cowboys. Rose liked Williams ' songs and asked him to record two sessions for Sterling Records,
which resulted in two singles.


