
THE SEVEN CONTINENTS ON EARTH

A continent is one of several very large landmasses. This type of landmass is known to exist only on Earth. Several of
the seven conventionally recognized continents are not discrete landmasses separated completely by water. The
criterion.

The Formation of Continents The formation of continents takes time, long time, it takes millions of years.
Animals that are unique to Asia include the Asian elephant, the Indian Cobra, and the Japanese macaque.
Imagine, recently, about million years ago, during the late Paleozoic and early Mesozoic eras, the world was
separated - again, in Land Pangaea and Water Panthalassa. It is also possible to visit Antarctica as a tourist.
The equator runs through Africa in the middle of the continent. Continents are formed when earth's rigid outer
shell, the lithosphere, together with the ocean crust and the continental crust, the land where you walk on,
glides over the kind of soft, highly viscous and less dense asthenosphere, the hot upper layer of earth's mantle.
It is called a subcontinent because of its unique culture and distinct landmass. Microcontinents[ edit ] Some
islands lie on sections of continental crust that have rifted and drifted apart from a main continental landmass.
Hollandia Nova, map prepared by Joan Blaeu based on voyages by Abel Tasman and Willem Jansz , this
image shows a French edition of Beyond four continents[ edit ] From the late 18th century, some geographers
started to regard North America and South America as two parts of the world, making five parts in total. The
various tectonic plates may move apart at oceanic ridges, collide at subduction zones, or slide past one another
along fault lines. Continents Land Area: 30,, km2 11,, sq mi Population: 1,,, Number of Sovereign States: 54
Africa is the world's second largest continent by both land area and population. On the other hand, Oceania,
which is not a part of the geological continent, includes the micro-continent of Zealandia, Micronesia,
Polynesia, non-continental parts of Melanesia etc. Australia has the smallest population of all continents aside
from Antarctica. While temperatures near the coast tend to be mild, inland temperatures can experience
extremes. A small inset map above the main map explicitly showed for the first time the Americas being east
of Asia and separated from Asia by an ocean, as opposed to just placing the Americas on the left end of the
map and Asia on the right end. Antarctica is the fifth largest continent by land area, and the least populated
continent. Theory 1: large scale convection currents in the mantle, the heating and cooling of mantle matter
develops enough power to move the plates. Theory 2: Plumes, jets of partially molten rock material rising to
the Earth's surface at the ocean floor between mid-ocean ridges, adding matter to the crust and pushing the
plates in opposite directions. This is because the sheep population in the world's smallest continent is 14 times
that of its human population Austria is home to over varieties of eucalyptus trees Two-thirds of Australia is
desert land The world's largest coral reef -- the Great Barrier Reef -- is around kilometres long The unique
animals of Australia are -- kangaroo, emu, platypus Australia vs Oceania confusion Instead of Australia, the
name of the region including and surrounding Australia is often called 'Oceania'. Enter your email below to
receive Worldometers' latest news free :. English, Spanish, and French are the most commonly spoken
languages on the continent, although there are a number of minority languages as well. The only human
presence in Antarctica are scientists who live on the island on a temporary basis. Overall though, the fourfold
division prevailed well into the 19th century. Madagascar , the largest example, is usually considered an island
of Africa, but its divergent evolution has caused it to be referred to as "the eighth continent" from a biological
perspective. Land Area: 24,, km2 9,, sq mi Population: ,, Number of Sovereign States: 23 North America is
the third largest continent in the world by land area. Some match the traditional geographical continents, but
some differ significantly. The Biodiversity Information Standards organization has developed the World
Geographical Scheme for Recording Plant Distributions , used in many international plant databases. Many of
the languages spoken in Europe today can trace their origins to the Roman Empire. If you move further away
you will get to a kind of cliff at the end of the terrace, the continental slope, where the shelf drops down to the
ocean floor, you follow the slope and you reach the Abyssal Plain, a vast flat seafloor area hundreds of
kilometers wide and thousands of kilometers long, at depths of 3, to 6, m 10, to 20, feet. Thus Europe, Asia,
and Africa is one great continent, as America is another. This system is referred to as the United Nations
Geoscheme. Antarctica is an island, and is completely surrounded by the Southern Ocean. Subcontinents[ edit
] Certain parts of continents are recognized as subcontinents, especially the large peninsulas separated from



THE SEVEN CONTINENTS ON EARTH

the main continental landmass by geographical features.


