
AN ANALYSIS OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY WARS

The French Revolution symbolises possibly the most important political the national debt was growing as a result of
wars fought in by France.

This is followed in December by the announcement that the French revolutionary reforms will be introduced
in all territories occupied by French armies. He notes that this fear was compounded by the Brunswick
manifesto of 25 July, which had threatened collective punishment of Paris should the Tuileries palace be
attacked or the king or royal family harmed the Tuileries were attacked on 10 August and the king
subsequently imprisoned with his family. The Revolution was also met antagonistically by some countries,
such as in Britain where the majority of the people were opposed to the aims and outcomes of the revolution.
Their resistance was organised through the "parlements", not parliaments in the modern sense, but law courts,
remnants of the Middle Ages, dominated by the aristocracy which used them to defend its vested interests
against both King and Church. Babeuf's movement was both too early and too late. A series of disastrous
defeats ensued. The resulting "rural over-population" meant that by over one million people were officially
classed as beggars. In the words of Danton: "The coalised Kings threaten us; so we hurl at their feet as a gauge
of battle, the head of a King. Its organisers cannot be blamed for not understanding that the material conditions
for a classless society had yet to evolve under capitalism. In addition to indigenous factors, Blanning cites the
allies' infighting and lack of commitment to the war with France as crucial to French victory. In some places
Blanning criticizes the notion that as "citizen-soldiers" French troops were equipped with a patriotic spirit or
elan and a special sense of mission which enabled them to fight more courageously and more successfully than
their counterparts in the allied forces. Yet beneath all the ballyhoo, the ghosts of are beginning to stir uneasily.
The spontaneous movement of the masses, it is true, played a most important role. The political situation in
Paris is increasingly unstable, with the Directory distrusted and discredited. To make matters worse, the state
imposed heavy taxes, including a poll tax the "taille" , the "vingtieme" from which the nobles, clergy and
officials were usually exempt plus a whole battery of indirect taxes. All forms of government, parties and
institutions were thrown into the melting pot. On May 19 some vessels sail from Toulon and four other ports
on their dangerous journey east. This, together with other factors, had led to an increase in the population of
Europe unprecedented for several centuries: it doubled between and  The present republication therefore
requires no particular justification. The old dreams of the Revolution were re-awakened. Robespierre, after
being vilified for generations, is now afforded a grudging acceptance.


