
REACTION TO MAUS

I think that Maus 1 is extremely unique and interesting. This is because it is written in pictures. Art Spiegelman (the
author) used animals to.

It also subverts the assignment of the "comic" to a genre of kitsch and "popular culture" in a twofold way:
first, insofar as it supercedes the traditional genre in terms of the scope of its presentation; secondly, insofar as
it presents a historical catastrophe in a medium usually reserved for hero-construction and morality play. Why
does Artie call his father a murderer? A comic is not exactly a novel in pictures - it's something else. It
addresses the constant resurfacing of a traumatic and "unmastered" past on a number of levels: the death of his
brother, Richieu, of a poison given to him by the woman who was taking care of him as they were about to be
sent to Auschwitz to be gassed, the suicide of his mother in , and the murder of the European Jews. Mouse
Holes 1. He attempts to use logic to understand it, but finally gives up when he realizes he just does not
understand. How does Vladek respond when Artie first asks him about his life in Poland? Art realizes that no
matter how hard he wishes he had been at Auschwitz to experience the horrors first-hand, he is unable to do
so. There was no happy ever after; Anja was haunted by her experiences, and committed suicide in  The shape
carries a charge of irony: we see it and feel it in a glance. Robert S. On page 12 we see a close-up of Vladek as
he pedals his exercise bicycle. How do you think such storiesâ€”and perhaps similar stories told by German
parentsâ€”helped pave the way for the Final Solution? How would you compare him with his father? Men in
uniform have been terrifying their own children for thousands of years. How do you account for these changes
in his character? This chapter and the one that follows both have the word "mouse" in their titles. In this
manner, an opening or aperture for critical thinking on the transmission of past trauma is created. What visual
device does Spiegelman use to show the difference between them? This echoes the claim old Vladek makes to
young Vladek near the very beginning of the story, that he was romantic and dashing; but we know that
movies are make-believe, and so the full-moon shape is bitter as well as sweet. How long has it been since
Artie last visited his father? Oliver for Prof. In Maus, the image is never left to stand alone, but is always
caught up in the differential between narrative, image, dialogue and reflection. He must find for a way in
which to incorporate the lessons of history and family into his life. What visual device does Spiegelman use to
show him disguising himself as a Polish Gentile? Yahoo Search Engine-"Holocaust". The situation of Polish
Jews worsens steadily and dramatically throughout Maus, a deterioration that is aptly summed up by the
chapter heading "The Noose Tightens. And as one agent tells Art, "Artie, baby. However, it is difficult for Art
to ever fully comprehend such pain. But humor even finds a place in the ghetto and the bunker, for example on
page , when the cake sold to the starving Jews of Srodula turns out to have been made with laundry soap. His
work has been published in the New York Times, Playboy, the Village Voice, and many other periodicals, and
his drawings have been exhibited in museums and galleries here and abroad. We use the term graphic novel,
but can anything that is literary, like a novel, ever really work in graphic form? Contrast his behavior toward
his first wife, during the worst years of the war, with the way he now treats Mala. How did the Germans treat
Vladek and other Jewish prisoners after transporting them to the Reich? But if the notion of a canon means
anything, Maus is there at the heart of it. How does the author portray Anja as a young woman, and later as a
depressed and suicidal older one? His memories come to life in the pages of the book, although they are
intertwined with another account. I'll pack and you can take it home with you. This site is currently under
construction. Why did Anja finally consent to send Richieu away? Vladek says, "It's a shame to waste. But the
fact is that both within these genres and modes, as well as with regard to the genre or mode itself, there are
both "high" and "low" forms; and what is radical, chic, or revolutionary at one historical juncture might be
quite reactionary or conservative at another. Since he drew animals, the reader may be able to read through it
without getting as depressed.


