
PROSPECTUS AND DISSERTATION

A dissertation prospectus is a paradoxical piece of writing. It is not an abstract ( which is to say, a summary of a
completed dissertation) or an introductory chapter .

By January 13 candidates will submit a page written prospectus to the graduate coordinator that forms the
basis of the presentation. It is not necessary to criticize specific failings; but show what is understood to be the
merits and limitations of relevant works. Following the conference, advisors may either approve the
prospectus, or ask the student to revise it. Further reading:. Design a routine or testing mechanism that can
easily allow you to differentiate between these two similar types of dissertations. Talking about writing can be
more helpful than writing. Understanding the principles that govern the structure of these specific types of
literary exercises is quite necessary in order to adequately create a proposal. Check with your teacher or
talented students within your class to learn about the different formulas and protocols that define your work.
For students who are off-cycle those whose fifth year of matriculation begins in January , the corresponding
deadlines described above will be December 15 and February  Since it is meant to be submitted soon after
completion of the candidacy examination, it need not be a huge document. But when it came time to fulfill the
final phase of the candidacy process â€” writing and defending the dissertation prospectus â€” I found fewer
resources here but found these two especially useful. You might get lucky and come into the PhD with the
question you end up chasing. If the conception has theoretical aspects, discuss them critically. I made a list of
all of the questions and sub-topics I still found fascinating. Students who do so successfully by September 30
of the fifth year will receive the full Dissertation Fellowship retroactively. Do not be afraid of pouring out
your heart and mind as there is room for formatting to erase anything that is irrelevant and out of context. The
order of the prospectus should be as follows: The topic of your prospectus- this is basically what the document
is all about. A typical prospectus includes the following: Statement of Thesis What is the problem you wish to
study and what is its interest or significance in current historical thinking? Prospectuses and dissertations tend
to either lose themselves in detail, or to be too general. Bibliography- this is a list of all the sources that you
derived your content. Writing the prospectus can feel a little bit like performing surgery on your ideas.
Finding, defining, and communicating a topic that is at once significant and of realistic scope are tasks that
require discussion and cooperation between the dissertation writer and faculty members. Indeed, it could be
around fifteen double-spaced pages in length roughly words with up to ten further pages of bibliography.
Make sure you define the theoretical categories you are introducing, and try to avoid technical jargon unless it
is necessary to the intricacies of your argument. There you have it! Your qualifications and interests- this is a
small but rather important section of your prospectus where you should give a summary of your knowledge,
commitment and drive towards the chosen topic. It should delineate what topic and area the dissertation will
explore; discuss why this topic and area merit such exploration; and include a provisional chapter outline and
as complete a bibliography as possible. It proved such a valuable opportunity, though, because it forced me to
step back from my research and reevaluate what seemed most interesting and important about it. Think about
method and theory, even if there is a decision not to engage much with external perspectives and theory. The
sense that an argument is being made should be constantly kept in mind. I was really glad I had kept all of
those random letters, photographs, web pages, journal articles, and newspaper clippings. No matter how much
you love your discipline or your research field, exams are hard and stressful. Thus, it is prudent to take your
time and go through your work over and over again before submitting it. Do not overlook unpublished
doctoral or master's research. If the major sections of your dissertation seem likely to exceed this length, plan
to subdivide them. You might opt for software like Zotero , a simple Dropbox folder, or even a designated
notebook or desk drawer where you stash notecards. But as an obsessive planner, this was still a slightly
alarming experience. Yet enough care and stylistic grace should be exercised so that the prospectus clearly and
concisely articulates the project, its arguments, methods, and special considerations in a manner that anyone in
interdisciplinary studies can grasp. If revisions are necessary, the final version of the prospectus must be
submitted to the coordinator, along with the signed approval form, by April 1. Make your prospectus as
interesting as it can be. Moreover, the topic you choose should be one that you are most comfortable in and
will engage your thoughts effectively. And coursework forced me to think critically about topics far afield
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from my own, helping me to ask new questions of my evidence and project.


