
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MESSAGE IN THE STORY OF ABRAHAM AND

ISAAC IN THE BIBLE

The sacrifice of Isaac, a horrifying test, proved the faith of both Learn how this story pointed to the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ. (Genesis , NIV) Abraham told his servants "we" will come back to you, meaning both he.

In these cases, please vote for Option 6: None of these expresses my opinion. God Himself provided payment
for our sins, so that we can be forgiven and enjoy eternal life if we will repent and follow Him. However, like
his father, he also pretended that his wife was his sister, so he would not be killed by someone who wanted
her. They agreed to let her go and asked her if she agreed to this arrangement and she did. Isaac was years old
when he died and was buried by Esau and Jacob. A son was born from this union; his name was Ishmael.
However, it is important to the integrity of the story to recognize that Abraham was determined to obey God
no matter what the cost. The burnt offering ola is later described as one of the most fundamental types of
animal sacrifice Leviticus 1. God told Isaac that she would conceive twin sons, which represented two nations.
Nevertheless, the Bible does not say that Abraham hesitated for a moment. Continue Reading. Considering the
nature of the master-servant relationship at the time, it seems unlikely that Abraham would owe them such an
explanation. The angel of the Lord is often identified with God himself. In her son's interest she makes
Abraham cast out Hagar and Ishmael into the wilderness. Is he misleading the servants out of embarrassment,
saving explanations until later? Will God test us like he tested Abraham? It is not God who is asking them to
do it. The first concerns his need for an heir. And why would Abraham be willing to go through with it? And
Abraham stayed in Beersheba. God told Abraham, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the region of Moriah. Thus, through the ages, interpreters have suggested that Isaac himself came to
participate in this act of obedience by his independent decision. Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham
and said: "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and
as the sand on the seashore. This incident foreshadows God's sacrifice of his only son, Jesus Christ , on the
cross at Calvary , for the sin of the world. The New Testament presents Abraham as a model of faithful life; a
life that believes the truths of God and lives out those truths in day-to-day living. Abraham passed the test,
demonstrating that he feared God. Take a look at this similar article about another man in the Bible:. He has
shown you, O mortal, what is good. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me. Did Abraham know
God would provide a substitute? He sacrificed the animal, provided by God, instead of his son. And Abraham
circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. Just as Abraham raised the knife
to slay his son, the angel of the Lord called out to Abraham to stop and not harm the boy. To modern readers,
this passage and this test feels like a nightmare. But here at the end, during his most difficult test, he succeeds.
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Abraham rose up the next day and took
Isaac, two servants, and firewood and set out as God had told him. You may unsubscribe from these email
communications at any time. Much closer to historical times, the Hebrews still regard human sacrifice as
acceptable in a good cause. Jesus is the fulfillment of this promise. This view is indicated in Hebrews  It was a
later modification, a new moral teaching, that God did not want animal sacrifice.


