
A SURVEY OF THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS RELATED

TO THE RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES

Chief, Victim Witness Assistance Unit, United States Attorney's Office for the District With increasing frequency,
prosecutors sought victims' views about court-related . After the Oklahoma City bombing, Congress passed the Justice
for Victims of law codifies eight rights for federal crime victims, and includes provisions.

For example, all extradition hearings occur in the District Courts, but the rules established by the District
Court Judges will determine whether the extradition hearing may be held before a Magistrate rather than a
District Judge. Prosecutors and police officers have many other stories of courageous undocumented
immigrants whose testimony has ensured that murderers, rapists, human traffickers, and armed robbers were
prosecuted successfully. If a person is arrested pursuant to this procedure, the AUSA must thereafter present
the case to the grand jury and obtain an indictment. Zamora et al , From 1 January to 31 December , the
CNDH registered 5, complaints of which 2, were related to alleged human rights violations , received 26,
telephone calls for assistance of which 21, were for legal consultation , and provided service to 17, people who
requested assistance in person at one of their offices of which 6, resulted in referrals to other authorities and 5,
were for legal consultation CNDH 31 Dec. While the grand jury is deliberating on whether to return an
indictment, i. We identified many of our interview subjects through chain referrals, often starting with
referrals from immigration attorneys. The Judiciary Judges are chosen both from among those who have been
in the private practice of law for a number of years and from among experienced prosecutors and, sometimes,
lawyers in government service who are not prosecutors. There are 94 U. Such permission is rarely given. From
January to April , the last period for which data were available, the Directorate handled 1, requests for
assistance, of which were for consultation and guidance services, and involved complaints ibid. The Trial of
the Defendant Under the U. Witness domestic or community violence. As part of the review, USCIS may
contact the certifying agency to ask if the victim has continued to provide assistance or may ask questions
based on information in the application. The U and T visa programs help mitigate that problem, by allowing
undocumented immigrants to assist law enforcement without worrying that doing so will lead to their being
ripped apart from their families and deported. We need help from the entire community to get information we
need that will help lead to an arrest. Moreover, Gonzalez was able to identify and testify against not only the
shooter, but three others who had been involved in planning what turned out to be a failed crime spree.
Between and , the number of applications per fiscal year ranged from to 1, Have access to weapons. In the
second stage, the public prosecutor carries out a preliminary investigation averguacion previa to establish
whether the case should be prosecuted Zamora et al , ; US n. USCIS also conducts a thorough background
investigation of all applicants and their qualifying family members, including conducting an FBI biometric
data and name check to determine whether the applicant has a criminal history, immigration violations, or
raises any security concerns. In addition, there are certain crimes that only the federal government may
prosecute. Grants of Immunity Obtaining evidence necessary to convict persons involved in organized
criminal groups is particularly difficult. First, it aims to assist individuals such as judges and victims of
organized crime who fear reprisals, and second, it offers protection to criminal informants, also known as
[translation] "collaborative witnesses" testigos colaborantes ibid. That can be done only at trial. Of the twenty
federal institutions involved, thirteen complied with the recommendations, two were in the process of
complying, four were deemed to have provided unsatisfactory results and one refused to accept the
recommendations ibid. The IMSS also organizes support groups for perpetrators and victims of domestic
violence, and while usage statistics for this service are limited, 43, individuals were reportedly offered support
group services in ibid. Younger pregnant women generally reported the greatest substance use, with rates
approaching  However, as she was entering her house, the man who had been following them suddenly
appeared, forced his way inside and locked the door behind him. The Investigation and Bringing of Formal
Charges When one of the federal investigative agencies believes that it has evidence of a violation of United
States law, the investigative agents will present their findings to the Office of the U. Two other witnesses who
had identified the suspect recanted their testimony, according to court records. Basic rights. In addition,
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children are at risk of being forced to participate in illegal or sexual activity in exchange for drugs or money
likely to be used to purchase drugs. Victims are not just undocumented peopleâ€”[perpetrators] also victimize
other members of the community. Having victims more apt to become involved with the justice system, rather
than turn a blind eye to crimes, makes the whole community safer. Before this happened, she did not think it
was worth it to study because she would not have been able to practice as a therapist without legal status. On
two occasions, we spoke by telephone with two law enforcement officials from the same city at the same time.
However, the CNDH is expressly prohibited from reviewing judicial decisions, labour disputes, and acts and
decisions of electoral officials. The organization receives funding from international donors and some project
financing from the federal and Federal District governments. How this will work in practice is unclear and the
confusion around the new policies has made it difficult for immigration attorneys to know how best to advise
their clients. Local human rights groups reportedly criticized this decision, noting that the public prosecutor
failed in its investigation to uncover the facts behind the case ibid.


