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A summary of Themes in William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. Though most of the conflict in the play
stems from the troubles of romance, and.

Lysander is also guilty for disobeying and mocking his prospective father-in-law. She notes that prior to the s,
all stage productions of this play were adaptations unfaithful to the original text. He commented favourably on
their individualisation and their collective richness of character. Hermia and Lysander are both met by Puck,
who provides some comic relief in the play by confounding the four lovers in the forest. He found the writing
to be "subtle and ethereal", and standing above literary criticism and its reductive reasoning. Marriage A
Midsummer Night's Dream asserts marriage as the true fulfillment of romantic love. Once they fall asleep,
Puck administers the love potion to Lysander again, returning his love to Hermia again, and claiming all will
be well in the morning. Ulrici noted the way Theseus and Hippolyta behave here, like ordinary people.
Themes and motifs[ edit ] Lovers' bliss[ edit ] Prior to the Christian St. Mistaking the Athenian he seeks, Puck
puts the flower juice on the eyes of the sleeping Lysander so that when he is woken by Helena he immediately
falls in love with her and rejects Hermia. Jealousy plays out most obviously among the quartet of Athenian
lovers, who find themselves in an increasingly tangled knot of misaligned desire. Enraged, Egeus invokes an
ancient Athenian law before Duke Theseus, whereby a daughter needs to marry a suitor chosen by her father,
or else face death. He thought that Bottom was conceited but good natured, and shows a considerable store of
imagination in his interaction with the representatives of the fairy world. He thought that this was a reflection
of the lack of principles in women, who are more likely to follow their own passions and inclinations than
men. Nick Bottom, who is playing the main role of Pyramus, is over-enthusiastic and wants to dominate others
by suggesting himself for the characters of Thisbe, the Lion, and Pyramus at the same time. He cited the
lightness of the characterisation as supporting of his view. Kehler notes he was the husband of famous
Shakespearean scholar Mary Cowden Clarke. He writes that the fairies make light of love by mistaking the
lovers and by applying a love potion to Titania's eyes, forcing her to fall in love with an ass. The others play
the parts of the Moon, the Wall and the Lion and they are directed by Quince, the carpenter. Lysander and
Hermia plan to elope, and they tell Helena, who is in love with Demetrius, but he hates her and loves Hermia.
Further, the mechanicals understand this theme as they take on their individual parts for a corporate
performance of Pyramus and Thisbe. Shakespeare seems to be saying, "We all know that this play isn't real,
but you're still sitting there and believing it. Gervinus denies and devalues the loyalty of Titania to her friend.
Weiner connected this unity to the concept of uniformity, and in turn viewed this as Shakespeare's allusion to
the "eternal truths" [44] of Platonism and Christianity. Marriage is seen as the ultimate social achievement for
women while men can go on to do many other great things and gain social recognition. Quince insists that
Bottom can only play the role of Pyramus. The rustics perform the play of Pyramus and Thisbe before the
wedding guests. Bottom would also rather be a tyrant and recites some lines of Ercles. In his view,
Shakespeare implied that human life is nothing but a dream, suggesting influence from Plato and his followers
who thought human reality is deprived of all genuine existence. Helena, coming across him, wakes him while
attempting to determine whether he is dead or asleep. Helena , Hermia's best friend, pines unrequitedly for
Demetrius, who broke up with her to be with Hermia. At another level, however, the audience is forced to
consider what an apparently irrational and whimsical thing love is, at least when experienced between
youngsters. My purpose will be to demonstrate how closely the play is integrated with a historically specific
upper-class celebration. Oberon, king of the fairies, who lives in the woods, has quarrelled with his queen,
Titania, over an Indian boy she refuses to give him. He writes that his essay "does not seek to rewrite A
Midsummer Night's Dream as a gay play but rather explores some of its 'homoerotic significations'
Calderwood offered a new view on the role of Oberon. The play opens with Hermia , who is in love with
Lysander, resistant to her father Egeus 's demand that she wed Demetrius , whom he has arranged for her to
marry.


