
AMERICAN REVOLUTION CENTERED ON PROPERTY RIGHTS

Merrill D. Peterson, The Jefferson Image in the American Mind 3 (). Even the great revolutionary radical saw the right to
private property as t basis of the new I have focused on the Thomas Jefferson of and his early ideas about.

Parliament said it was right to tax the American colonists to help pay the bills for the war. Sieyes wanted to
see the rapid expansion of commercial activities and favoured the unrestricted accumulation of property. The
definition of property and whether it was acquired as the fruit of one's labour and as such a natural right was
subject to intense debate because the right to vote depended on property ownership. These Halifax Resolves
were the first official action by any colony calling for a united drive for independence. In , the colonial
administration called for habitants to fence their fields, although livestock owners remained liable for damages
even on unenclosed lands. Colonists were claiming more than just the livestock that they themselves had
introduced to this region. The contrary view, that enclosure rather than commons acted as the driving force in
colonial dispossession, has been sustained partly through the lingering influence of John Locke, proponent of
both enclosure and colonizing and preeminent philosopher of property in land. Indigenous peoples were not
passive victims in this process. On May 28, , the state delegations unanimously agreed to a proposal that
would prove invaluable in allowing men like Madison, Wilson, and Morris to move their plan forward. So
Parliament did not have the right to take their money by imposing taxes. Thus, they established a method to
achieve fundamental changes in the future, such as the abolition of slavery and the expansion of the right to
vote. In creating the new government, revolutionary Americans reached their greatest achievement. Otherwise,
it was up to the owners of livestock to keep their animals supervised and confined to common pastures during
the growing season. The debate over the future of the international slave trade was in many respects even more
depressing than that which culminated in the Three-Fifths Compromise. Even though they had the right to
impound marauding cattle and shoot pigs on their property, farmers began erecting fences across the fronts of
their narrow farms to prevent incursions from the roadway. A variety of rules and customs, some of them
local, others regional or national, governed access to these common resources. The ejido was the corporate
property of the town, and each Spanish vecino municipal citizen was entitled to share its benefits. Often they
were not confirmed in writing for a number of years. Those ideas of the equality of mankind; that governments
are based on the consent of the governed; that it is the fundamental obligation of a government to serve the
needs of the people it governs; and, indeed, that it is the right of the people to abolish a government that does
not serve those ends, has formed the basis of American government and society from that time forward. Some
property rights were recognised and limited voting rights were established. Yet somehow, in the space of
slightly less than four months, they managed to pull off an extraordinary accomplishment.


