
DEVELOPING AN ESSAY PLAN

Your essay plan is the skeleton of your essay, and includes your argument, main points and conclusion.

Note the main points you should include to answer the question. Main points make up the body of an essay.
What are main points? Call it "complication" since you're responding to a reader's complicating questions.
These will become your topic sentences. If, at this point, you feel unsure of what to include, talk to your tutor
or a peer to clarify that you are on the right track. Take time to understand the question. Essay maps are
flexible; they evolve with your ideas. Write the essay question out in full. However, do not make major
adjustments unless you are absolutely certain about the alternative and how it fits into your original scheme.
Under each point, write down one or two examples from your research that support your point. This question
addresses the larger implications of your thesis. Put your groups of ideas in a sequence to make a persuasive
argument. Planning your essay makes it more likely that you have a coherent argument It enables you to work
out a logical structure and an end point for your argument before you start writing It means you don't have to
do this type of complex thinking at the same time as trying to find the right words to express your ideas It
helps you to commit yourself to sticking to the point! Spend time to make sure progression of ideas is logical.
Try to write each point in one sentence. Presenting your experience and showing understanding within your
assignment will, from the marker's point of view, demonstrate your knowledge of the subject area. Be wary of
paragraph openers that lead off with "time" words "first," "next," "after," "then" or "listing" words "also,"
"another," "in addition". These paragraphs are the building blocks used to construct the argument. If you have
been given a reading list or a core text book then check the relevant sections of that. Mapping an Essay
Structuring your essay according to a reader's logic means examining your thesis and anticipating what a
reader needs to know, and in what sequence, in order to grasp and be convinced by your argument as it
unfolds.


