
ASK NOT COUNTRY CAN DO YOU ASK YOU CAN DO YOUR COUNTRY

John F. Kennedyâ€™s inaugural address inspired children and adults to see the importance of civic action and public
service. In this lesson, students learn about a theme in President Kennedyâ€™s inaugural address, civic action, and
consider how it applies to their own lives.

What makes it important? Or, have students draw posters to publicize their civic action idea. A
student-friendly chart listing the date and location of every inauguration has links to each president with
information on who administered the oath of office, what bible was used, the length of the inaugural address,
attire, weather, and other interesting facts. Mr Sorensen said he drew inspiration for the speech from the Bible,
from Abraham Lincoln - and from the rousing wartime speeches of British prime minister Winston Churchill.
But according to Mr Matthews, Kennedy had a helping hand. What part of it is most important to them? He
again employs the strategy in the fifth passage when he says, "United there is little we cannot do in a host of
cooperative ventures. In preparing for this moment, he sought both to inspire the nation and to send a message
abroad signaling the challenges of the Cold War and his hope for peace in the nuclear age. How could you find
this information? It was also in his inaugural address that John F. He went on to serve as president until , when
he was assassinated. But we shall never fear to negotiate. They will have the opportunity to examine historical
evidence from the Kennedy Presidential Library to find out more about John F. The papers quote a Harvard
College dean's refrain: 'As has often been said, the youth who loves his Alma Mater will always ask not "what
can she do for me? Kennedy is available here. To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations,
our last best hope in an age where the instruments of war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we
renew our pledge of support â€” to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective â€” to strengthen its
shield of the new and the weak â€” and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run. Accommodations
Provide a re-wording of the quote. He in fact restored the tradition, after Eisenhower broke with it by wearing
a homburg instead of a top hat to both of his inaugurations. Heinemann-Raintree: , 48 pages. Include some or
all of the following questions: Why do you think Brenda Sue Wesson wrote this letter? He does this by
quickly moving the time of the speech into the future, and invokes repetition of the phrase "Let both sides Let
the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new
generation of Americans â€” born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace,
proud of our ancient heritage â€” and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to
which this Nation has always been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the
world. Their assignment is to write a journal entry about the event. What were some of the topics and ideas the
president discussed in his speech? The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavour will
light our country and all who serve it â€” and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. What does it
mean? A further sixteen thousand marchers were civilians ranging from federal and state officials to high
school bands and Boy Scouts , accompanied by forty floats. We shall not always expect to find them
supporting our view. And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you â€” ask what
you can do for your country. Other sources: Kennedy speechwriter Theodore C Sorensen credited the rousing
call to arms of Abraham Lincoln left and Winston Churchill right as inspiration for JFK's inaugural address
Revelations: Chris Matthews' latest book Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero is published this week Sorensen, who
died last year, helped idealise and immortalise the president's tragically brief administration. How might
students check to see what John F.


