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Wide Sargasso Sea is a novel by Dominica-born British author Jean Rhys. It is a feminist and anti-colonial response to
Charlotte BrontÃ«'s novel Jane Eyre.

In reality, it is Rochester who has been game-playing and deceiving and the servants shrug and jeer at him, not
her. His greatest fear is of being laughed at by the only people he respects: other English men. What creates
this insanity? Here were words engaged in a different sort of taking apart. Well the simple answer is a man
named Rochester. Her collection, Dinosaurs on Other Planets , was published in August. Throughout the novel
the reality of England is questioned. Concise, chilling and richly evocative, this is a beach read for people who
think of holidays as a time to make connections. Into this hallucinatory inversion of an island paradise
blunders Edward Rochester, a malarial younger son in search of a fortune, who picks up the narrative in the
second section with his own sense of alienation: "Too much blue, too much purple, too much green. But one
day her mother marries again and, though they live in relative harmony, the racial tension increases as
resentment against the family grows. But what drove her to this state? Expressing her thoughts in stream of
consciousness , Antoinette dreams of flames engulfing the house and her freedom from the life she has there,
and believes it is her destiny to fulfill the vision. At 76 and in poor health, Rhys won the W. Sargasso seaweed
with waves and sandy beach. Antoinette is not English and yet her family history reflects her as a white
woman. See Also. Rochester, as an Englishman, looks down on Antoinette because she is a Creole. Another
complication. This event foreshadows what is to come many years later when Antoinette lives as a virtual
prisoner in Thornfield Hall and resolves to burn it down. Wide Sargasso Sea, though, is set in the late s and the
s. The flowers too red, the mountains too high, the hills too near. It was just such a loop that brought me back
to Wide Sargasso Sea, one of the great prequels of world literature. Like in a looking glass". And though the
story was easy enough to follow and to understand what was going on, the writing seemed to become muddled
- just like Antoinette's mind. You don't have to be in the Caribbean. I don't think I'd read it again, but if you
have questions about the lady in the attic, give it a read; you may find it different to me and it may resolve all
your queries - but for me it didn't hit the mark. Do you remember that scene in Jane Eyre where Rochester
tries to dominate Jane and make her into something else by picking out her clothes? Perhaps, to any other
reader, the stories are resolutely different, and these echoes and reverberations are my perceptions alone, born
out of a tendency to take comfort in patterns and affinities, in codes that explain and translate. And her skin
was darker, her lips thicker than I had thought. In Rochester, it is a terrifying hint. There is nothing idyllic
about life on this island, and Dominican-born Rhys is brilliant at evoking the swarming oppressiveness of
relentless sunshine. He ventures away to pursue relationships with other womenâ€”and eventually with the
young governess. So between you I often wonder who I am and where is my country and where do I belong
and why was I ever born at all. Rochesterâ€”not just thoughts, but a novel in which to voice them. She is a
hybrid, a figure that walks between cultures. Major themes[ edit ] Since the late 20th century, critics have
considered Wide Sargasso Sea as a postcolonial response to Jane Eyre. Published in , this isn't simply a
prequel but a deeply political novel in its own right, in which names echo with a traumatic history that can
barely be remembered, let alone mentioned: a town called Massacre, a boy called Disastrous, and Antoinette
herself, who is cruelly stripped of her illusions by a husband who insists on calling her Bertha. That is the risk
we all take when we fall in love, but Antoinette has been tricked and Rochester is only pretending to be in
love. Just like Rochester, Daniel Cosway is angry at his father; yet it is the women who are hurt with these
allegations of race and class intermixing, illegitimacy, female madness and female slatternliness. Then
BOOM! It began a couple of years ago with Jenny Uglow's wonderful biography of the 18th-century engraver
Thomas Bewick , whose History of British Birds is the book with which the year-old Jane Eyre diverts herself
behind the curtains at Gateshead Hall, until it is hurled at her head by her odious cousin. Taken then, with
others, to see the wife secreted in a third-story windowless room at Thornfield Hall, Jane remembers, What it
was, whether beast or human being, one could not, at first sight tell: it grovelled, seemingly, on all fours; it
snatched and growled like some strange wild animal: but it was covered with clothing; and a quantity of dark,
grizzled hair, wild as a mane, hid its head and face. It was a course of a kind that I suspect no longer exists,
with bookkeeping exercises involving sheets of carbon paper, classes in shorthand, typing learned on manual
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typewriters. Rochester renames his wife Bertha, just like a slave-owner naming his human chattel, to assert his
dominance, to distance himself from the taint of her alleged family madness and to distance her from her own
heritage.


