
AN ANALYSIS OF ABOLITION IN AFRICANS

The African Americans - Many Rivers to Cross - with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Cause and effect analysis of major and
minor events is a crucial component in the.

Men and their liberty are neither purchaseable nor saleable. Sharp was engaged in this work, another case
offered, in which he took a part. Britons like Livingstone felt they had a duty to 'civilise' Africa. Though the
old philosophers, historians, and poets, frequently Edition: current; Page: [8] inculcated benevolence, we have
no reason to conclude from any facts they have left us, that persons in their days did any thing more than
occasionally relieve an unfortunate object, who might present himself before them, or that, however they
might deplore the existence of public evils among them, they joined in associations for their suppression, or
that they carried their charity, as bodies of men, into other kingdoms. Can those have nothing to answer for,
who separate the faithful ties which nature and religion have created? But this was never applied against the
practice of forced labour in colonial Africa, for example, requiring a village to provide men to work on roads
and other public works. Would that in each of the departments now examined there was no counterpart left us
to contemplate! He produced against it the opinion of the Lord Chief Justice Holt, who many years before had
determined, that every slave coming into England became free. He was, however, not satisfied Edition:
current; Page: [71] with it, when he received it; nor could he obtain any satisfactory answer from several other
lawyers, to whom he afterwards applied. Certain lawyers, who were present, seemed to be staggered at the
case, but inclined rather to recommit Edition: current; Page: [70] the prisoner. We, to the utmost of our power,
weaken and dissolve Edition: current; Page: [51] the universal tie, that binds and unites mankind. To value the
blessing of the abolition as we ought, or to appretiate the joy and gratitude which we ought to feel concerning
it, we must enter a little into the circumstances of the trade. Accordingly, when he had found out his residence,
he procured John Ross keeper of the Poultry-compter, and William Miller an officer under the lord-mayor, to
kidnap him. But let us hasten from this cruel scene, which gives rise to so many melancholy reflections. For
though they, who belonged to this association, may, in consequence of having pursued a regular system, be
called the principal actors, yet it must be acknowledged that their efforts would never have been so effectual,
if the minds of men had not been prepared by others, who had moved before them. And now let us give
ourselves to repose. Another significant case came before the courts in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, when a
local military officer, Frederick William Hecht, sought to establish his title to an enslaved woman named
Rachel Bross. Ferdinand, however, must have been ignorant in these early times of the piratical manner in
which the Portuguese had procured them. During this time Mr. Indeed I do not know, how we can sufficiently
express what we ought to feel upon this occasion. The consequence of this was, that most of the slaves, who
came over with their masters, prevailed upon some pious clergyman to baptize them. Labat, a Roman
missionary, in his account of the isles of America, mentions, that Louis the Thirteenth was very uneasy when
he was about to issue the edict, by which all Africans coming into his colonies were to be made slaves, and
that this uneasiness continued, till he was assured, that the introduction of them in this capacity into his
Edition: current; Page: [42] foreign dominions was the readiest way of converting them to the principles of the
christian religion. It is rather remarkable, that the first forerunners and coadjutors should have been men in
power. He was the first, who pronounced the misapplication of it to be a crime, and to be a crime of no
ordinary dimensions. We teach other nations to despise and trample under foot all the obligations of social
virtue. This valuable book, containing these and other kinds of arguments on the subject, he distributed, but
particularly among the lawyers, giving them an opportunity of refuting or acknowledging the doctrines it
contained. They were afraid of taking their slaves away by force, and they were equally afraid of bringing any
of the cases before a public court. Primatt, we come to baron Montesquieu. These circumstances indeed have
had their share in inducing me to engage in the present history. For, to take the counterpart of the evil in the
first of these, can we say, that no moral turpitude is to be placed to the account of those, who living on the
continent of Africa give birth to the enormities, which take place in consequence of the prosecution of this
trade? We are to see them again subject to individual persecution, as anger, or malice, or any bad passion may
suggest. Some of these represent the first condition of man by the figure of the golden, and his subsequent
degeneracy and subjection to suffering by that of the silver, and afterwards of the iron, age. In he granted a
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patent to one of his Flemish favourites, containing an exclusive right of importing four thousand Africans
Edition: current; Page: [37] into America. The pathetic, witty, and sentimental manner, in which he handled
this subject, occasioned many to remember it, and procured a certain portion of feeling in their favour. The
first practical consequence of the convention was that Ethiopia became the last African state to abolish slavery
in  From England I now pass over to France. The only way to liberate Africa, believed Livingstone, was to
introduce the 'three Cs': commerce, Christianity and civilisation. So I presume the reader will not be a little
interested and entertained in viewing with me the course of the abolition of the Slave-trade, in first finding its
source, and then in tracing the different springs which have contributed to its increase. She seems to have been
aware of the evils to which its continuance might lead, or that, if it were sanctioned, the most unjustifiable
means might be made use of to procure the persons of the natives of Africa. But though the inequality visible
in the different conditions of life, and the passions interwoven into our nature, both which have been allotted
to us for wise purposes, and without which we could not easily afford a proof of the existence of that which is
denominated virtue, have a tendency to produce vice and wretchedness among us, yet we see in this our
constitution what may operate partially as preventives and correctives of them. Others, in an elevated rank and
station, have cried out publicly concerning it, whose sayings have been recorded. Top An end to African
slavery? Did your slaves ever complain to you of their unhappiness amidst their native woods and deserts?
Who is that wretched woman, whom we discover under that noble tree, wringing her hands, and beating her
breast, as if in the agonies of despair?


