
A LOOK AT GERMANY AFTER WORLD WAR I AND UNDER THE

LEADERSHIP OF ADOLF HITLER

Adolf Hitler, the leader of Germany's Nazi Party, was one of the most powerful When World War I broke out the following
summer, he successfully petitioned the (After , under the leadership of Heinrich Himmler, the SS would . But if you see
something that doesn't look right, click here to contact us!.

People were ill-treated, tortured, and sometimes killed. At the end of , Hitler was released after serving a
relatively short sentence. In January , when the old war hero, President Paul von Hindenburg, invited Hitler to
serve as Chancellor in a coalition government, the Nazis could hardly believe their luck. The government
banned the Communist Party. Throughout the book, Jews are equated with "germs" and presented as the
"international poisoners" of society. This was a situation that Hitler created. By now he had developed the
self-image of an artist, a superior being above mundane employment, who would one day create great works
of art or architecture. During the Battle of the Somme in October , he was wounded in the left thigh when a
shell exploded in the dispatch runners' dugout. Within a few months of the successful Allied invasion of
Normandy in June , the Allies had begun liberating cities across Europe. Before the economic depression
struck, the Nazis were practically unknown, winning only 3 percent of the vote to the Reichstag German
parliament in elections in  Hitler soon gained notoriety for his rowdy polemic speeches against the Treaty of
Versailles, rival politicians, and especially against Marxists and Jews. At other times they tried to resist him -
though less often, less effectively, and sometimes less justifiably than they later claimed. Arguments among
his commanders and advisors did not help the situation. They often recognised his talents - far more than they
later wanted to admit. The Constitution contained articles and covered everything from the structure of the
German state Reich and the rights of the German people to religious freedom and how laws should be enacted.
The circumstances in the camps were atrocious. He was conscious of his demagogic gifts but also of the limits
imposed by his lack of formal qualifications and social status. He was a minister without portfolio who got to
control the police force of Prussia, the larger part of Germany. Where the Allies had a clear strategic concept,
he had none. In order to house all these political prisoners, the first concentration camps were opened. Hitler
thus became head of state as well as head of government and was formally named leader and chancellor. Tried
and found guilty of crimes against humanity, he was executed in  He also served as Chief of Police and
Minister of the Interior, thereby controlling all of the Third Reich's security forces. Blitzkrieg After ordering
the occupation of Norway and Denmark in April , Hitler adopted a plan proposed by one of his generals to
attack France through the Ardennes Forest. The signs read: "Germans! His family background has given rise
to much psychological speculation. They were confident they could control Hitler. The streets were full of
Nazi posters and flags. He soon began a long relationship with Eva Braun , a shop assistant from Munich, but
refused to marry her. His policies inflicted human suffering on an unprecedented scale and resulted in the
death of tens of millions of people, including more than 20 million in the Soviet Union and six million Jews in
Europe. Ultimately he believed that war was his only tool, that his armies would win the war simply by
winning battles, and that they would win battles in large part because of their racial and ideological
superiority. In any case, he grew ever more distrustful and contemptuous of them as a group, despite the
unflagging loyalty that most of them displayed right to the end. Hitler took a dose of cyanide and then shot
himself in the head. Economic conditions stabilized for a few years, then the worldwide depression hit in  On
June 22, , Hitler violated the non-aggression pact with Joseph Stalin , sending a massive army of German
troops into the Soviet Union. By July, Hitler ordered bombing raids on the United Kingdom, with the goal of
invasion. At the end of , for example, during the battle of Stalingrad, he actually had a street map of the city
spread out before him so that he could follow the fighting, block by block. Fueled by fanaticism over what he
believed was a superior Aryan race, he encouraged Germans to keep their bodies pure of any intoxicating or
unclean substances and promoted anti-smoking campaigns across the country. The 20th century began much
like our ownâ€”with hope that education, science and technology could create a better, more peaceful world.
Collection: Bundesarchiv Bild. Here he continued a life similar to that in Vienna until, with the outbreak of
war in , he enthusiastically volunteered to serve in a Bavarian regiment.


