
MAPS DEPRESSION PHOTOESSAY

A Photo Essay on the Great Depression . During the Great Depression, unemployment was high. Click here for the
MAPS page on the Spanish Civil War.

June  Missouri Thomas's kitchen. Library of Congress Born in Illinois, Lee had a degree in engineering and
worked as a chemical engineer before becoming a painter and eventually a photographer. A New Yorker by
birth who had studied at Columbia university, he wanted to show the devastation of the Dust Bowl to people
back east. Some live in their cars. December  Prince George's County, Maryland circa  Photographer: John
Vachon. Lange's notes detailed that the family had "seven hungry children," including the one pictured here.
Cartwright for MNOpedia. Part of the daily lineup outside the State Employment Service Office. Russell Lee
Horses which have been working in the hay fields all morning are brought into the ranch at noontime for water
and food. Wikimedia Commons Wollcott, who was born in New Jersey, studied photography in Vienna and
saw the rise of Nazism there before returning to America. She told me her age, that she was thirty-two. I made
five exposures, working closer and closer from the same direction. Top soil was blown as far as ships in the
Atlantic Ocean. March  In one of the largest pea camps in California. When Lange filed her images she would
include direct quotes from the people she was photographing as well as her own observations. There she sat in
that lean- to tent with her children huddled around her, and seemed to know that my pictures might help her,
and so she helped me. Squatter camp, California, November  She said that they had been living on frozen
vegetables from the surrounding fields, and birds that the children killed. Cimarron County, Oklahoma circa 
Migratory white cotton pickers stopped by engine trouble alongside the road. She had just sold the tires from
her car to buy food. Lange was concluding a month's trip photographing migratory farm labor around the state
for what was then the Resettlement Administration. Vachon was known for shooting protests and strikes,
things that many photographers steered clear of. Photographer: Dorothea Lange. Library of Congress Mydans,
who only stayed with the FSA for a year, went on to become a founding photographer of Life magazine.
French market sidewalk scene circa  Flint River Farms, Georgia,  Visit the Library for a full list of all
photographers hired under the FSA, including those hired in the s. Squatter's Camp, Route 70, Arkansas,
October,  Caused by Vitamin D deficiency. Jung, who had been born in Vienna and had been taking
photographs since age 10, traveled through Maryland, Ohio and Indiana photographing agricultural projects
and the people who lived there. I did not ask her name or her history. Related family groups frequently travel
like this, in pairs or in caravans of three or four. Some of the photographs from this project have become
emblematic of this period. In , Lange gave this account of the experience: I saw and approached the hungry
and desperate mother, as if drawn by a magnet. But what of the photographers who took them? Much of her
FSA photography was shot in California. February, 


