
DISSERTATION RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESES

All dissertations answer at least one research question (and/or hypothesis). A poorly constructed research question
(and/or hypothesis) will not only be much.

How should you structure your quantitative research question? For instance, if you want to know if there is a
significant difference between two variables, the t-test would be one possible statistical method. Therefore,
how you ask your question will influence your subsequent data analysis. Additionally, you will know your
questions are researchable if you can confirm that the data are readily available to you, that the constructs can
be operationalized into variables, and that the topic is manageable in size. Another component that contributes
to the definition of social environment as a construct, and the one we will use in this example, is the birth
order within a family. Call us at  Just as we read the page from left-to-right, we want the reader to quickly
understand that we are examining the impact of those independent variables also known as predictor variables
on the left, on the dependent variables also known as outcomes variables on the right. Quantitative research
questions are based on one of three basic approaches to examining the variables you are interested in. When
performing quantitative analysis on the data you collect during the dissertation process, you need to
understand what type of categorical or continuous variables you are measuring. STEP D Try and order your
constructs With all the different construct, hypotheses, arrows, construct grouping, and maybe even theoretical
grouping, it is difficult to avoid producing a diagram i. The structure of the theoretical framework There are no
fixed rules for structuring a theoretical framework. A lot of this is trial and error, but one rule that you should
try and stick to is to start with those constructs that are acting as independent variables on the left of the
diagram, and those constructs acting as dependent variables on the right. For instance, is the social
environment driven by the country one lives in? For example, we could compare how frequently the students
used Facebook each week, looking for differences between male and female students. It also has to be testable,
which means you can support or refute it through scientific methods such as experiments, observations and
statistical analysis of data. Example: Is there a significant difference in reading scores between children who
read five books a month and children who read two books a month? Determine the correct order for the
variables you are investigating The type of quantitative research question you are trying to create i. However,
if you are concerned about space, you can place these illustrations in an appendix which you can then refer to
in the main text. Identify your dependent and independent variables from the data groups you are interested in.
Which people? A research question helps us define what we hope to learn when we conduct our study. Sample
theoretical framework We have prepared a sample theoretical framework that will give you a sense of what
this important part of a dissertation may look like.


