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This sacred space around the lingam and within the soaring Srivimana is thought to be permeated with the
sacred presence of Shiva in the form of the subtlest of all elements, space. A remarkable feature of the
structure over the main lingam, called the Srivimanam is that it is thought to enclose a sacred space within it.
Since the journal is a non-profit non-commerical initiative, joining the Board is non-monetary voluntary affair.
The temple also saw additions, renovations, and repairs over the next 1, years. The emergence of such features
as the multifaceted columns with projecting square capitals signals the arrival of the new Chola style. They
were discovered in the early half of the last century and display a variety of secular themes along with those
that ardently celebrate the tenets of Saivism. Courtesy, Anuradha Dooney Apart from the main shrine there are
many remarkable smaller shrines within the complex built at various stages of history. It is thought to have
been built at the same time as the main temple. However, Rajendra was able to build only a smaller version of
the Big Temple, eventually. The panels of karana sculptures in the first storey of the temple illustrate eighty
one of the hundred and eight karanas codified in ancient texts such as the Natyashastra. Through the centuries
the temple has been a towering presence with its presiding deity inspiring many literary and musical
compositions. Gopuram or entrance gate to the temple. The Tamil Nadu Government announced a
compensation of Rs , to the families of the deceased and the injured were paid from Rs 10, to Rs 50, each. It is
a huge lingam, which is set in a two-storeyed sanctum. The Shiva lingam here is called Peruvudaiya
Rasjarajeshwaramudvya. In the 10th century, within the Chola empire emerged features such as the
multifaceted columns with projecting square capitals. Perhaps the oldest shrine in this complex is that of Sri
Chandesvara in the north-central part of the compound. Elephants might have been used to drag the stone up
the slope. There are several musical pillars, which make different sounds when taped, at the temple. There are
three main entrances to the shrine called the Keralantakam, Rasarasan and Tiruanukkam.


