
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ISSUE OF NEGLECT IN THE NATION

Read chapter 1 INTRODUCTION: The tragedy of child abuse and neglect is in the Child maltreatment is a devastating
social problem in American society. of life of millions of America's children as well as their families and communities. 2.

It is not necessarily circumscribed by the same mechanisms and processes as, for example, racial stratification;
it encompasses but is larger than stratification issues. Today, strong evidence demonstrates that child abuse
and neglect is a public health issue in terms of both its immediate impact on child development and well-being
and its impact on long-term productivity. This uncertainty as to the extent of child abuse and neglect hampers
understanding of its causes and consequences, as well as effective prevention and treatment interventions.
Among the key areas seeing significant advances are 1 research on the consequences of child abuse and
neglect, demonstrating that its effects are severe, long-lasting, and cumulative over adulthood; 2 research
demonstrating effects on the brain and other biological systems, as well as on behavior and psychosocial
outcomes; and 3 rigorous treatment and prevention research demonstrating the effectiveness of interventions.
System Dynamics Review. The Fragile Families study can provide a great deal of information on child abuse
and neglect, and a similarly rigorous study designed to examine the many important questions concerning
child abuse and neglect could do much more. The interdependency of myriad factors operating at multiple
levels and in multiple domains complicates understanding of the causes and consequences of child abuse and
neglect and challenges the ability to design, implement, and sustain effective responses. Such systems include
individual development, family systems, social relationship systems, and service systems from the local to the
national level, among others. Such groups and organizations present special intervention opportunities to
reduce the scale and scope of the problem of child maltreatment, but their activities are often poorly
documented and uncoordinated. Table presents examples of acts that are considered to represent each of these
four types of abuse and neglect, as compiled by the Child Welfare Information Gateway. Child maltreatment,
report. What is lacking is a coordinated approach and a general conceptual framework that can add new depth
to our understanding of child maltreatment. Research conducted since has made clear that child abuse and
neglect has much broader and longer-lasting effects than bruises and broken bones or other acute physical and
psychological trauma. Despite these advances, however, the research evidence also underscores how much
remains unknown. Combating managerial obsolescence. Relevant studies were selected through a search of
several scientific databases and were augmented by additional research conducted by other agencies and
organizations see IOM and NRC, , for more detailed information. However, citations to earlier studies are
included in this report where they are thought to be particularly useful and when research investigators
provided careful assessments and analysis of issues such as definition, interrelationships of various types of
abuse, and the social context of child maltreatment. Emotional abuse is also a matter of controversy in some
quarters, primarily because of broad variations in its definition. Finally, attention to stratification issues points
to the need to consider how place matters relative to child abuse and neglect. In the competition for scarce
research funds, the underinvestment in child maltreatment research needs to be understood in the context of
bias, prejudice, and the lack of a clear political constituency for children in general and disadvantaged children
in particular Children's Defense Fund, ; National Commission on Children,  Similar to the report, the updated
report more From any perspective, children can be considered in terms of the nested or embedded and
interacting structures e. These decisions include the selection of cases of suspected child abuse and neglect for
investigation and determinations about which children should remain with families in which abuse has
occurred. Longitudinal studies are quite rare, and some studies that are described as longitudinal actually
consist of hybrid designs followed over time. Geertz C. Yet information about these factors is rarely requested
or recorded by social agencies or health professionals in the process of identifying or documenting reports of
child maltreatment. For example, we know from epidemiologic studies of disease of cases that were derived
from hospital records that, unless the phenomenon of interest always comes to a service provider for
treatment, there exist undetected and untreated cases in the general population that are often quite different
from those who have sought treatment. Inconsistencies in definitions often preclude comparative analyses of
clinical studies. Building on Phase 1, an ad hoc committee will conduct a full study that will culminate in an
updated version of the NRC publication entitled Understanding Child Abuse and Neglect. In addition to the
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need to review many studies that incorporate samples based on differing characterizations of acts of child
abuse and neglect, there is insufficient evidence with which to determine the single most reliable, effective,
and appropriate definitional approach. These mandatory reporting requirements, adopted in the interests of
protecting children, may actually cause long-term damage to children by restricting the scope of research
studies and discouraging scientists from developing the knowledge base necessary to guide social
interventions. Child Maltreatment. As studies are presented throughout the report, methodological limitations
identified by the committee are described where applicable. The complexity of child abuse and neglect
requires a systems approach, employing integrated, cross-disciplinary thinking, and research methods that can
support better-specified model testing. The committee responsible for the present report, armed with research
findings gleaned during the past 20 years, regards child abuse and neglect not just as a social problem but as a
serious public health issue. Unfortunately, they are not well covered in existing research in the field, so the
review of the literature presented herein generally is missing these perspectives. In part, this slower
development is influenced by the complexities of research on major social problems. Substantial efforts are
now required to reach beyond the limitations of current knowledge and to gain new insights that can improve
the quality of social service efforts and public policy decisions affecting the health and welfare of abused and
neglected children and their families. Based on this rank ordering, people have unequal access to resources
and are differentially exposed to certain behaviors, processes, and circumstances e. These conclusions
demonstrate the importance of designing rigorous studies to examine complex questions such as those relating
to child abuse and neglect. The committee's deliberations led to recommendations for responding to the
problem of child abuse and neglect while remaining realistic about the nature of feasible actions in these
challenging political and economic times. However, the federal government's leadership role in building a
research base in this area has been complicated by changes and inconsistencies in research plans and priorities,
limited funding, politicized peer review, fragmentation of effort among various federal agencies, poorly
scheduled proposal review deadlines, and bias introduced by competing institutional objectives.


